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 Welcome to the new school year; I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday. I 

would like to give you a brief summary of the topics we will be studying this 

term, to allow you to encourage and support your children at home. 

 

                                                                         Mrs. Conlin  

               
During English, the children will be looking at a combination of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

We begin by reading “The Hodgeheg” by Dick King-Smith. We will be working on improving 

writing skills by developing more complex and interesting sentences, and using more 

sophisticated punctuation. The children will continue to investigate spelling patterns and 

rules. These will be tested each week. The children will bring home 5 sentences to learn 

and be tested the following week. I will be encouraging the children to read other books by 

Dick King-Smith independently and they will continue to bring home a guided reading book 

to share at home. Reading is the key which unlocks all learning so it is very important to 

share books at home and to talk about them. 

 

           In Maths we begin by focusing on place value and mental calculations. It is vital that 

the children have rapid recall of times tables facts to support all their work in Numeracy 

and any help you can provide would be greatly appreciated. We will investigate the use of 

number operations working with bigger numbers and will be solving problems using these 

different calculations. Shape and measurement work will include converting between 

different units of measurement, knowing properties of 2D shapes and telling the time on 

both digital and analogue clocks and 24hour clocks. We will begin to identify acute and 

obtuse angles.  

 

          In R.E. our first topic is called, “People”. We look at our own family trees and then 

look at the whole family of God revealed in scripture. Our second topic focuses on the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation which fits in with the Programme of Preparation for First 

Communion that begins shortly in the parish. If you wish your child to make their First 

Communion please look on the parish newsletter over the coming weeks. To end the term we 

will look at Advent and the preparation we must do before the festival of Christmas 

celebrating the birth of Jesus. A good general knowledge of scripture really helps children 

to understand our R.E. lessons. Reading Old and New Testament stories at home is a great 

way to provide support.   

 

         The Science topic for this term is “Animals,Including Humans”. This will be taught by 

Mrs. Oliver, who will be teaching Class 4 every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon. Mrs. 



Oliver will also be teaching French and Computing to the class. We will continue use IT to 

support all areas of the curriculum as well as looking at E-Safety and the beginnings of 

programming in Computing lessons. 

 

 We will study Geography in the first half of the term and begin by looking at the 

continents and oceans of the world followed by a closer look at the continent of Europe, 

especially Greece. Our History topic after half term is Ancient Greece. I have arranged to 

take the children to the Palace Green Museum in Durham to enrich our learning during this 

topic. More details will follow.  

  

 

 P.E. will normally be on a Friday afternoon. I would like to remind everyone of the 

importance of having their school P.E. kit in school each Monday through to Friday 

 

  

 The children have planners to keep a record of homework, events and personal reminders. 

Please encourage them to use their planners to develop their own organisational skills. I try 

to check the planners each week, so please feel free to send messages to enable 

home/school contact.  

  

 

  

 Homework will be sent out each week. A piece of English work will be sent out each 

Monday to be returned Friday and a piece of Maths homework each Friday to be returned 

Monday. In addition to this, the children have spellings to learn and should be reading for 

10-15 minutes each day at home. Each child has a BugClub account and I have allocated 

suitable books for each child to access. 

 

  

 

 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns or questions. 

 

                                            I look forward to a happy and engaging year. 

 

                                                               Mrs. Conlin 

 

 


