
 
  

Curriculum Information for Parents 

Autumn Term — Reception 
 

As this is the first of our newsletters, I would like to welcome the new children and parents to 

Reception. As always, if you have any concerns or would like to discuss your child’s progress 

with me please don’t hesitate to contact me either in person, on the phone or by emailing school. 

Please read on to find out what we will be learning this term. Thank you for your support. 

Mrs Bryant 
  

 

Topics 
In Reception, our work is often orientated by a particular topic; our topic for our first half term is 

‘Traditional Tales’.   

Over the first half term, we will be listening to these stories: 

 The Gingerbread Man 

 Jack and the Bean Stalk 

 Goldilocks and the Three Bears  

 The Three Little Pigs  

During our time reading these stories we will sequence the stories, act out the stories and think of 

different endings. We will also be linking the stories into many other areas of learning such as Maths, 

Understanding of the World and Art and Design.  

 

In the second half term our topic will be based on ‘Toys’. Within this topic we will read many stories 

based around toys such as Toy Story and Pinocchio. This will also be linked into most areas of the 

curriculum. This topic also links well with Christmas where we create Santa’s Workshop.  

 

The children’s learning can often be enhanced by topic specific resources, which may be brought in 

from home. Children are welcome to bring into school any books or items of interest which may 

support this topic.  “Show and Tell” takes place on a Friday afternoon, the children are welcome to 

bring something to share with the class but it is not compulsory.  

 

As always in Reception, there is a need for items to support creative development. We often have a 

tub full of recyclable materials (cereal boxes, plastic bottles and yoghurt pots) that the children use to 

create models. This often empties quickly and we would appreciate any donations. In addition, if you 

have anything that you think might be useful (ribbons glitter etc.) they would be greatly appreciated. 

We will then send home the lovely creations that the children make!  

 

Phonics 
 

We will soon begin our Phase One phonic work by listening to all sorts of sounds around us, going on 

sound walks and having fun with sounds by making up silly sentences and phrases. We will then 

move on to Phase Two phonics learning of letters and sounds.  This involves learning many different 

sounds and then blending and segmenting them in order to read and spell. The children will be 

learning new sounds Tuesday to Thursday, with a re-cap of the weeks sounds on a Friday. For 

children in Reception support at home is crucial to their phonic learning, it would be a great benefit to 

your child if you could share with them their daily sound using their phonics book. We leave the 



colouring in of the phonic character for the children to complete with you at home if at all possible. 

Children are often keen to race through all of their sounds but it is only necessary to do one per night. 

 

Communication and Language  

Literacy 
 

This term in Reception class we will listen to stories and rhymes and discuss their elements, such as 

characters and sequence of events. We will also learn to hold a pencil correctly and begin to form our 

letters correctly. Another task will be to listen and recognise sounds in words, link sounds to our 

names and begin to blend sounds together. In preparation for starting to read, the children will soon be 

invited to start and bring home a story book to share with you. Please could you try to find 5 minutes, 

perhaps before your child goes to bed, to read their chosen book. You can help your child by 

encouraging them to 

 Hold the book the right way up. 

 Turn the pages one by one and carefully. 

 Identify the title. 

 Talk about what is happening in the pictures. 

 Know that the words tell the story. 
  

 

Mathematics 
 

In mathematics this term our work will include, ordering numbers up to 10 (maybe even higher) and 

using numbers as labels. We will find one more and one less than 10 and recognise that addition is 

joining two groups. We will also investigate shape and compare quantities by deciding if they are 

lighter or heavier. We will be working on the formation of numbers to make sure we can write the 

numbers correctly.  

Children can be supported at home in their mathematical development by counting, singing counting 

songs, ordering items, looking for larger and smaller items and sorting items into groups.  

 

Religious Education 
 

Our first topic this term is Myself, we will talk about and the children will recognise that God loves 

and recognises everyone. For more information please read the Religious Education letter for parents. 

                                     

I hope I’ve covered most of what you need to know but if you have any questions please don’t 

hesitate to contact me! 

 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Bryant 


