
Reception Summer Term Newsletter      
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well and that you all enjoyed your Easter break. Many thanks for 

your continued support with all that we do in Reception Class, especially with the children’s 

home-school reading. They are all trying extremely hard!  

 

Could we please remind you that any Tradecraft money brought into school should be brought 

in a named envelope or a purse/wallet and children should bring P.E. kit into school on the 

first day of a new half term and they will be returned at the end of the half term.    

                                           

This Term’s Topics 

 

Over the first half term, we will be learning all about the life cycle of animals and plants such 

as chicks, frogs, butterflies and a bean plant. We are very excited to be receiving chick eggs 

where we will be able to watch and learn how the chicks hatch and grow. Following the May 

half term, we will be enjoying our seaside topic where we will enjoy talking about our own 

experiences and will learn all about the different sea creatures we might see!   

 

We are always very grateful for any ‘junk’ to replenish our make-and-do table with! This half 

term we will be creating a piece of artwork with yoghurt pots so any yoghurt pots sent in 

would be great.  

 

Summer Term Trips: On Monday 21
st
 May we are going to Hall Hill Farm with Year 1. 

Then on Wednesday June 27
th

 we have arranged a trip to the seaside, again with Year 1. 

More details about these trips will be sent out shortly.  

 

 

Please find an outline of our whole term’s work below.  
 

Subject Summer 1
st
 Half Summer 2

nd
 Half 

Topics 

 

Life Cycles – chicks, frogs and 

butterflies  

The Seaside 

Personal, social 

and Emotional 

Development. 

Making 

Relationships 

Plays co-operatively, taking turns with others. 

Take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. 

Show sensitivity to other’s needs and feelings. 

Form positive relationships with adults and other children. 

Self-

confidence 

and awareness 

Confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more 

than others do. 

Confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas. 

Choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. 

Say when they do or do not need help. 

Managing 

feelings and 

behaviour 

Talk about how they and others show feelings. 

Talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and 

know that some behaviour is unacceptable. 

Work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. 

Adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in 

their stride.  

R.E Good News, Friends, Our World. 

Communication 

and Language  

Listening and 

Attention 

Listen attentively in a range of situations. 

Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events. 

Respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

Give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while 

engaged in another activity. 

 



Understanding Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

Answer “how” and “why” questions about their experiences.  

Answer “how” and “why” questions in response to stories. 

Speaking Expresses themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. 

Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that 

have happened or are to happen in the future. 

Develop their own narrative and explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

Literacy Reading  Read and understand simple sentences. 

Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 

accurately. 

Read some common high frequency words and tricky words. 

Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 

read. 

Writing Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways that match their spoken 

sound. 

Write some common high frequency and tricky words in simple sentences. 

Write simple sentences, which can be read by themselves and others.  

In writing, some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically 

plausible. 

Mathematics. Number  Count reliably from numbers one to twenty. 

Place numbers one to twenty in order. 

Say which number is one more or one less than a given number to twenty. 

Use quantities and objects, add and subtract two single-digit numbers and 

count on or back to find the answer.  

Solve problems, including halving and sharing. 

Shape, Space 

and Measure 

Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, 

distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 

problems. 

Recognise, create and describe patterns. 

Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use 

mathematical language to describe them. 

Physical 

Development 

Moving and 

Handling 

Show good control and co-ordination in large movements. 

Show good control and co-ordination in small movements. 

Move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. 

Handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

Health and 

Self-care 

Know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a healthy 

diet. 

Talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. 

Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including 

dressing and going to the toilet independently. 

Expressive Art 

and Design 

Exploring 

Media and 

Materials 

Creating representations of animals 

and their life cycles.  

Butterfly art work  

Yoghurt pot frogs 

Creating sand sculptures. 

Making a lighthouse to go with the 

lighthouse keeper’s lunch. 

Seaside dance, Punch and Judy 

puppets.  

Being 

Imaginative 

Use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, 

thinking about uses and purposes. 

Understanding 

the World. 

The World Researching and observing the life 

cycle of chicks, butterflies and frogs.  

Grow a bean plant and observing the 

changes.  

Sea creatures.  

Investigate what we might find at 

the beach.  

Looking at weather at the seaside 

– link to white horses in the sand 

horse. 

Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 

materials and living things. 

Talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. 

Make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things 

occur, and talk about changes. 

Technology Photographing parts of the animal 

lifecycle  

Researching information about the 

animal lifecycle  

Bee-Bots  

Using the laptops to research 

water creatures.  

Story phones and laptops 

Recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and 

schools. 

Select and use technology for particular purposes. 

 

People and 

communities 

Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of 

family members.  

Know that other children do not always enjoy the same things and are 



sensitive to this. 

Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others.  

Know about similarities and differences among families, communities and 

traditions.  

 

Show and Tell to discuss activities we 

do as a family 

Continue to look at other cultures 

through R.E.  

Ongoing talk of family life. Focus 

on trips to the seaside. 

 

As with last term, it would be great to hear about any relevant experiences your child might 

have had. Feel free to comment in the box provided on the next page (please sign any 

comments). Many thanks for all the feedback received so far.  If you have any queries or 

worries about anything to do with Reception Class, please do not hesitate to contact us.    

 

Kind Regards, 

Miss Blackburn and Mrs Days 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback/Comments 

 

 

 

 


