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Welcome back to the new school year and to Year Five. I am absolutely delighted to be 

teaching this class and am looking forward to the great progress they will undoubtedly 

make. Year Five is an exciting year with many new topics, as well as the beginnings of 

preparation for the children’s final year in our school. I would like to take this 

opportunity to summarise this year’s content in order to allow you to offer 

encouragement and support throughout the term.  

Mrs Forrest 

 

 In English, for our fiction work this term, the children will use Tony 

Bradman’s Viking Boy. While learning about figurative language and non-standard 

English, they write a new chapter for the novel, paying attention to the features of 

dialogue. We spend a lot of time learning about relative clauses and modal verbs and 

this novel provides many opportunities for the children to write using a variety of 

genres. We will devote over half the week to spelling, grammar and punctuation, 

which will enable me to prepare the children for their writing task of the week. The 

children will also use a non-fiction text, exploring the question, ‘Which animal makes 

the toughest migration?’ They will read an interactive eBook, using the skills of 

skimming and scanning to find answers to questions and using the organisational 

features of an eBook to find information. They will revise and develop writing using 

relative clauses to present information clearly. Our attention then turns to poetry, 

where they draft whole-class poems, a nonsense-writing poem and a free-verse poem. 

They also prepare poems to read aloud.  

 

During Mathematics, we will first look at numbers and place value, developing our 

understanding of five digit numbers, while also using place value to solve additions 

and subtractions. We will then progress to working on mental methods of addition and 

subtraction before using what we have learned to solve problems using the written 

method. Then, we will follow the same process in multiplication and division, 

becoming fluent with mental arithmetic. We will then take a break from calculations 

to study geometry and position, using co-ordinates to translate and reflect shapes. As 

always, times tables are an essential part of daily maths and the children will need to 

continually consolidate their times tables up to 12. Please support your child at home 

by revising their tables with them for a few minutes each day. The children will 

concentrate on their problem solving and reasoning skills every Friday. 

 

In R.E., our first topic is ‘Ourselves’ – that we are created in the image and 

likeness of God. Then it is ‘Life Choices’ – marriage, commitment and service. We 

focus on the Passover while looking at Judaism before waiting in the joyful hope for 

Jesus, the promised one in our Advent topic – ‘Hope’.  

 

 

 



 

 

 In Science, we will begin the autumn term by looking at the change of state in 

solids, liquids and gases while also examining concepts such as evaporation. We will 

also work scientifically to explore liquids, solutions and substance. Finally, we will 

also learn the difference between reversible and irreversible changes. 

 

Our Computing curriculum sees us step up our teaching of computing as a stand-

alone subject, with the children continuing to improve their programming skills along 

with e-safety and the usual word and image processing programs. I hope to build on 

their experience using a variety of programs in the classroom. I will also continue to 

educate the children about how to stay safe for their own and for others’ well-being 

while using technology.  

 

 Our History learning is centred on the Anglo Saxons and then the Vikings. We 

begin the year by exploring where these invaders and settlers came from, as well as 

when and why they came. We will continue to put these into context by comparing 

them to other periods of time in history, including the present day. In Art & Design, 

as well as Design & Technology, we will begin by enhancing the children’s learning 

about Anglo Saxons and Vikings by making Anglo Saxon jewellery.  In Geography, 

we will further develop our locational knowledge, looking carefully at the 

Scandinavian countries.  

 

 We have our P.E. lesson on Wednesdays this term. We are focussing on 

invasion games at the moment – improving our basic ball skills as well as moving into 

space and defending in games such as netball. After half term, we will be indoors for 

gymnastics. PE kits must be in school from Monday to Friday. Hair must be tied back 

from a health and safety point of view, and jewellery must be removed/covered. 

If/when the weather gets colder, we will still try our best to go outside for P.E. so 

suitable P.E. kit is essential (sweatshirt, long trousers).  

 

Homework will consist of spellings, given out on a Monday and tested the following 

Monday. A piece of English and Maths homework will be given on a Friday, to be 

handed in on the following Wednesday. 

 

I am looking forward to the year ahead and I’m sure the children are as well. As 

always, please feel free to contact me if there are any matters that concern you or you 

have any questions in the meantime.  

 

         Mrs. Forrest  
 


