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Recruitment and Selection Policy Statement 
All Saints’ Catholic Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
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Purpose of study 
 
“Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design 
education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to 
experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be 
able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also 
know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and 
wealth of our nation.” National Curriculum 2014 

 
Aims  
 
The aims of art & design at All Saints’ School are: 
 to enable children to record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and to select their own 
ideas to use in their work; 

 to develop creativity and imagination through a range of complex activities; 

 to improve the children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques; 

 to increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times 
and cultures; 

 to develop increasing confidence in the use of visual and tactile elements and materials; 

 to foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts, and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople 
and designers; 

 to develop the cross-curricular use of art and design in all subjects. 

 We have designed an ambitious curriculum for all pupils that develops their 
knowledge, creativity, curiosity and skills-base. Utilising our location within North-
West Durham, we deliver a curriculum that draws upon our rich history, cultural 
heritage and local resources. 
 

  Our school life holds Gospel Values at its centre – this is evident within our 
curriculum delivery; we prioritise themes of fairness, integrity, compassion and 
responsibility and have high standards of all pupils in all subjects.  
 

 Our curriculum is taught sequentially and systematically across each year group and 
assessments are used to inform current knowledge and future planning. Depending 
upon the individual needs of different cohorts or groups of pupils, the curriculum is 
adapted to ensure all children can access it and progress within it. Regardless of year 
group or subject, individual learning as well as collaborative learning is supported as 
part of a positive, hardworking ethos.  
 

 Prior learning is built upon with links made between old and new concepts. 
Meaningful learning is embedded throughout educational visits and creative activity 
and opportunity.  
 

 When the children leave our school, we expect them to be confident learners who 
have a sound understanding of their place within our local community, our wider 
location and our global family. As a school, we are proud that our curriculum follows 
national policy but is also flexible and responsive to current issues.  
 

 Our intention is for our pupils to be inspired to pursue knowledge and celebrate 
diversity in all areas. 

 



Disciplinary Literacy & Teaching & Learning Style  
 
At All Saints’ we recognise that individual subjects may differ in the way they are read, spoken or written. 
We aim to communicate effectively and use the vocabulary and register of the subject. This may include:  

• Using reading skills to gather information from the types of information sources typical to that 
subject  

• Understanding and using the genres and text types appropriate to the subject and which mirror 
those used by experts 

• Presenting written information using the accepted styles and modes of the subject 
 

Curriculum 
 
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and 
physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through art & design the children learn a range of skills, 
concepts attitudes and methods of working. 

 

Planning 
 
At All Saints’ School we have chosen three, half termly art and design topic themes, per year group, to be 
covered across the year. Each teacher should focus on these three Art and Design themes each year, as 
well as using art and design in other cross curricular work. In teaching these themes teachers should 
ensure: 

 Full coverage of the themes of colour, texture, tone, form and space, 
           line and shape and pattern. 

 Opportunities to experiment with and explore a wide range of media 
and tools in order to make discoveries for themselves. This includes the use of computer drawing 
and painting packages.               

 Opportunities to study the work of artists and craftsmen past and present 

 Guidance through specific teaching of a range of techniques and use of tools as is appropriate to 
the stage of development and individual 

           needs. 

 An emphasis on the planning and processes involved in making art, including research, 
observation, sketching, planning and experimentation. 

 Opportunities to work individually and in small and large groups. 

 Opportunities for children to work from pictures, models, their own imagination, real life, music, 
stories and the outdoor environment. 

 A rich range of visual and physical experiences which could include visits to galleries and 
museums. 

 

Contribution of Art & Design to other Areas of the Curriculum  
 

E.Y.F.S. 
 
We encourage creative work in the reception class, as this is part of the Foundation Stage of the National 
Curriculum. We relate the children’s creative development to the objectives set out in the Early Learning 
Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. The children’s learning 
includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. The range of experience encourages children 
to make connections between one area of learning and another, and so extends their understanding. 
 
We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. Children are engaged in a 
wide range of activities, and their responses involve the various senses. We give them the opportunity to 
work alongside artists and other adults. The activities that they take part in are imaginative and enjoyable. 

 
English 
 
Art and design contributes to the teaching of English in our school by encouraging children to ask and 
answer questions about the starting points for their work. They have the opportunity to compare ideas, 
methods and approaches in their own work and that of other children, and to say what they think and feel 
about them. 



 

Mathematics 
 
Art and design contributes to children’s mathematical understanding by giving opportunities to develop the 
children’s understanding of shape and space through work in two and three dimensions. 
 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
 
Art and design contributes to the teaching of some elements of personal, social and health education and 
citizenship. The children discuss how they feel about their own work, and the methods and approaches 
used by others. They have the opportunity to meet and talk with artists and other talented adults during 
their work. 
 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
 
The teaching of art and design offers opportunities to support the social development of our children 
through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Groupings allow children to work 
together, and give them the chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their own work and the work 
of others. Their work in general helps them to develop a respect for the abilities of other children, and 
encourages them to collaborate and cooperate across a range of activities and experiences. The children 
learn to respect and work with each other and with adults, thus developing a better understanding of 
themselves. They also develop an understanding of different times and cultures, through their work on 
famous artists, designers and craftspeople. 

 
Art and Design and Computing 
 
Computing enhances our teaching of art and design, wherever appropriate, in all key stages. Children use 
software to explore shape, colour and pattern in their work. Older children collect visual information to help 
them develop their ideas by using computers and ipads. They record their observations, and they 
manipulate them through photo-editing or painting software to create mythical creatures. The children also 
use the internet, to find out more about the lives and works of famous artists and designers, and to 
assemble their own presentations about them. 

 
Assessment and Recording 
  
Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On completion of a 
piece of work, the students are asked to self-assess their understanding and record this by adding a 
green, orange or red dot to their learning objective. The teacher will then highlight the learning objective to 
indicate the child’s understanding and progress. (For further information on this, please see our Marking 
Policy.) Future learning is planned based upon previous attainment; both written and verbal feedback is 
given to the child to help guide his or her progress. 
  
The National Curriculum (2014) sets out the following aims: 

 to ensure that the new National Curriculum embodies rigour and high standards and creates 
coherence in what is taught in schools  

 to ensure that all children are taught the essential knowledge in the key subject disciplines  

 beyond that core, to allow teachers greater freedom to use their professionalism and expertise to 
help all children realise their potential 

We use the document ‘Weaving Knowledge & Skills’ to assess pupil understanding in each Foundation 
Subject; it identifies year group expectations from which coverage, progression and individual progress 
can be judged against. Teachers assess understanding at the end of each topic and record overall 
attainment at the end of the year. This data gets added to the cohort data file and passed to the subject 
coordinator.  

 
Health and Safety 
 

 Children will be taught to use materials, tools and techniques for practical work safely and 
appropriately 

 Children will be provided with protective clothing for practical tasks when appropriate 



 They will be trained to collect, clean and store equipment safely 

  

Resources 
 

 A collection of prints and books of artist’s works and art ideas are kept by the co-ordinator 

 Art equipment is stored centrally in the art cupboard. 
 

The Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

 To review the policy document on a regular basis; 

 To ensure all staff are made aware of the subject policy document; 

 To produce a subject specific scheme of work which can be used across the school;  

 Collect pupil assessment yearly to monitor numbers of pupils working below, at or above age 

related expectations;  

 To identify any resource needs across the school and maintain the resources currently within 

school;  

 To pass information to staff on available resources, courses and relevant publications;  

 To liaise with external personnel, as appropriate, on matters relating to the subject of art and 

design; 

 To monitor standards within art & design via a range of methods including: planning and book 
scrutinies, learning walks, pupil interviews and identifying possible training needs based upon 
findings 
 

Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy was implemented November 2018. It will be reviewed annually or earlier if necessary. 
Last review: September 2019. 

 
 


