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 A warm welcome to the new school year; it is so good to see everyone back in school after 

such a strange and unsettling time. I would like to re-assure you that the main priority in 

Class 4 is to ensure the health and safety of all class members while we revise then 

recommence new learning. I am sure all the children will be eager to learn and I am excited 

to be back in the classroom with them and with our new Teaching Assistant, Mrs. Baum.  

 I would like to give you a brief summary of the topics we will be studying this term, to 

allow you to encourage and support your children at home. 

 

                                                                         Mrs. Conlin  

               
      During English, the children will be looking at a combination of fiction and non-

fiction texts. We begin by reading “The Hodgeheg” by Dick King-Smith. We will be 

working on consolidating then improving writing skills by developing more complex 

and interesting sentences, and using more sophisticated punctuation. The children will 

continue to investigate spelling patterns and rules. These will be tested each Friday and 

will include both Year 3 and Year 4 spelling objectives. The children will bring home 5 

sentences to learn each Friday night and be tested the following Friday morning. All the 

children have another book by Dick King-Smith to read independently and will continue to 

bring home a guided reading book to share at home. Reading is the key which unlocks all 

learning so it is very important to share books at home on a daily basis and to talk about 

them. Many children are adept at decoding words but it is the understanding of those 

words that is so important. It is crucial to ask questions to ensure your child understands 

the meaning of the texts they read. I enclose a list of the types of question you could ask 

when listening to your child read each day.  

 

           In Maths we begin by focusing on place value and mental calculations. It is 

vital that the children have rapid recall of times tables facts to support all their 

work in Numeracy and any help you can provide would be greatly appreciated. Our 

Homework Policy has changed to reflect the importance of Times Tables knowledge and 

every child is expected to log into their Times Tables Rockstars account as often as 

possible to improve rapid recall. I would suggest 5 minutes each night is better than 30 

minutes in one session. We will investigate the use of number operations working with 

bigger numbers and will be solving problems using these different calculations. Shape and 

measurement work will include converting between different units of measurement, 

knowing properties of 2D shapes and telling the time on both digital and analogue clocks 

and 24hour clocks. We will begin to identify acute and obtuse angles. I believe the Maths 

topics we cover in the Primary Curriculum teach us the Maths skills we use throughout our 

lives in very practical ways. To support your child’s learning, I encourage you to engage 



them in weighing ingredients when you cook; reading clocks and watches around the house; 

estimating distances you have walked; looking at container capacity when you shop and any 

other everyday ways you can incorporate Maths into conversation with your child.  

 

          In R.E. our first topic is called, “People”. We look at our own family trees 

and then look at the whole family of God revealed in scripture. Our second topic 

focuses on the sacrament of confirmation. The children become increasingly aware 

that we are all called to witness Christ through our everyday lives. To end the term 

we will look at Advent and the preparation we must do before the festival of Christmas 

celebrating the birth of Jesus. A good general knowledge of scripture really helps children 

to understand our R.E. lessons. Reading Old and New Testament stories at home is a great 

way to provide support.   

 

         The Science topic for this term is “Animals,Including Humans”. We begin by 

looking at Teeth and the Digestive system. We will continue use IT to support all 

areas of the curriculum as well as looking at E-Safety and the beginnings of 

programming in Computing lessons. Our use of the school’s laptops will be altered due 

to the pandemic and we will use the laptops in a block of time rather than on a weekly basis 

to prevent cross contamination 

 

 We will study Geography in the first half of the term and begin by looking at how 

humans have mapped the world and used imaginary lines to navigate. We will look at 

globes and atlases, so please encourage your child to look at these at home too. 

 

 P.E. will normally be on a Friday afternoon and will be taught by a P.E. coach supported by 

Mrs Baum. The children may come into school each Friday wearing their P.E. uniform with a 

school sweatshirt or cardigan. P.E. will be taught outside in keeping with guidelines 

therefore joggers and sweatshirts are essential. 

  

 The children have planners to keep a record of homework, events and personal reminders. 

Please encourage them to use their planners to develop their own organisational skills. I 

check the planners each week during guided reading and on Fridays to add spelling marks, 

so please feel free to send messages to enable home/school contact.  

  

 The school’s Homework Policy has been amended. A piece of English work in a Grammmar 

and Punctuation booklet will be sent out each Monday to be returned Friday and each child 

is expected to log in to Times Tables Rockstars as often as possible to improve rapid recall 

of facts. In addition to this, the children have spellings to learn and should be reading, with 

an adult, for 10-15 minutes each day at home.  

 

  The health and safety of everyone in our school community is paramount to us all. Please 

support us by encouraging your child to follow the new rules around school which have been 

introduced to ensure the welfare of all our families. Please do not hesitate to contact me 

via email or telephone should you have any queries I can help with. I pray for a safe, 

settled and successful year ahead. 

                                                              Mrs. Conlin 



                                             

 


