
Lanchester All Saints’ 
Catholic Primary School 

 

 

 

Design & Technology Policy 
 

Recruitment and Selection Policy Statement 
All Saints’ Catholic Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 

 
 
 
 



Lanchester All Saints’ Catholic Primary School  

 

Our School Policy for Design & Technology 

(see also our policies on Curriculum; Inclusion; Marking and Feedback; Health & Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose of Study 
 
“Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, 
pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. They acquire a broad range of subject 
knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Pupils 
learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the 
evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical understanding of its impact 
on daily life and the wider world. High-quality design and technology education makes an essential 
contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the nation”. National Curriculum 2014 
 

Aims  
 
The aims of Design and Technology at All Saints’ school are to: 

 develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks 
confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world; 

 build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make 
high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users; 

 critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others; 

 understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook. 

 

 We have designed an ambitious curriculum for all pupils that develops their 
knowledge, creativity, curiosity and skills-base. Utilising our location within North-
West Durham, we deliver a curriculum that draws upon our rich history, cultural 
heritage and local resources. 
 

  Our school life holds Gospel Values at its centre – this is evident within our 
curriculum delivery; we prioritise themes of fairness, integrity, compassion and 
responsibility and have high standards of all pupils in all subjects.  
 

 Our curriculum is taught sequentially and systematically across each year group and 
assessments are used to inform current knowledge and future planning. Depending 
upon the individual needs of different cohorts or groups of pupils, the curriculum is 
adapted to ensure all children can access it and progress within it. Regardless of year 
group or subject, individual learning as well as collaborative learning is supported as 
part of a positive, hardworking ethos.  
 

 Prior learning is built upon with links made between old and new concepts. 
Meaningful learning is embedded throughout educational visits and creative activity 
and opportunity.  
 
 

 When the children leave our school, we expect them to be confident learners who 
have a sound understanding of their place within our local community, our wider 
location and our global family. As a school, we are proud that our curriculum follows 
national policy but is also flexible and responsive to current issues.  
 

 Our intention is for our pupils to be inspired to pursue knowledge and celebrate 
diversity in all areas. 

 



Disciplinary Literacy & Teaching & Learning Style  
 
At All Saints’ we recognise that individual subjects may differ in the way they are read, spoken or written. 
We aim to communicate effectively and use the vocabulary and register of the subject. This may include:  

• Using reading skills to gather information from the types of information sources typical to that 
subject  

• Understanding and using the genres and text types appropriate to the subject and which mirror 
those used by experts 

• Presenting written information using the accepted styles and modes of the subject 
 

Our school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in design and technology lessons. The principal 
aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in design and technology. Teachers 
ensure that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning and 
making products, and then evaluating them. We do this through a mixture of whole-class teaching and 
individual or group activities. Within lessons, we give children the opportunity both to work on their own 
and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and treating these with respect. Children 
critically evaluate existing products, their own work and that of others. They have the opportunity to use a 
wide range of materials and resources, including computers and ipads. 
 
In all classes, there are children of differing ability. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve 
this through a range of strategies: 

 setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty where not all children complete all tasks; 

 grouping children by ability, and setting different tasks for each group; 

 providing a range of challenges through the provision of different resources; 

 using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups 

 providing specialist support where individual children have particular gifts or talents. 
 

Curriculum 
 
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and 
physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through Art & Design the children learn a range of 
skills, concepts attitudes and methods of working. 

 

Planning 
 
Design and technology is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Our school uses the national 
scheme of work as the basis for its curriculum planning in design and technology. We have adapted the 
national scheme to the local circumstances of our school in that we use the local environment as the 
starting point for aspects of our work. 
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in design and technology in three phases: long-term, medium-term 
and short-term. The long-term plan maps out the units covered in each term during the key stage. The 
subject leader works this out in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. 
 
Our medium-term plans, which we have adopted from the national scheme, give details of each unit of 
work for each term. They identify learning objectives and outcomes for each unit, and ensure an 
appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term.  
 
Class teachers complete a daily plan for each design and technology lesson. These list the specific 
learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson, and detail how the lessons are to be taught 
and how success will be measured. The class teacher keeps these individual plans, and the class teacher 
and subject leader often discuss them on an informal basis. 
 
We plan the activities in design and technology so that they build on the prior learning of the children. We 
give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, and we 
also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged 
as they move through the school. 
 



Health and Safety 
 
In this subject, the general teaching requirement for health and safety applies. We teach children how to 
follow proper procedures for food safety and hygiene. 
 

The Contribution of Design and Technology in Other Curriculum Areas 
 

English 
 
Design and technology contributes to the teaching of English in our school by providing valuable 
opportunities to reinforce what the children have been doing during their English lessons. Discussion, 
drama and role-play are important ways that we employ for the children to develop an understanding of 
the fact that people have different views about design and technology. The evaluation of products requires 
children to articulate their ideas and to compare and contrast their views with those of other people. 
Through discussion, children learn to justify their own views and clarify their design ideas. 
 

Mathematics 
 
In design and technology, there are many opportunities for children to apply their mathematical skills 
through choosing and using appropriate ways of calculating measurements and distances. They learn how 
to check the results of calculations for reasonableness, and learn how to use an appropriate degree of 
accuracy for different contexts. Children learn to measure and use equipment correctly. They apply their 
knowledge of fractions and percentages to describe quantities and calculate proportions. The children will 
carry out investigations, and in doing so, they will learn to read and interpret scales, collect and present 
data, and draw their own conclusions. They will learn about size and shape, and make practical use of 
their mathematical knowledge, in order to be creative and practical in their designs and modelling. 
 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship 
 
Design and technology contributes to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 
citizenship. We encourage the children to develop a sense of responsibility in following safe procedures 
when making things. They also learn about health and healthy diets. Their work encourages them to be 
responsible and to set targets to meet deadlines, and they also learn, through their understanding of 
personal hygiene, how to prevent disease from spreading when working with food. 
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 
The teaching of design and technology offers opportunities to support the social development of our 
children through the way in which we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Our groupings allow 
children to work together, and give them the chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their own 
work and the work of others. Through their collaborative and cooperative work across a range of activities 
and experiences in design and technology, the children develop respect for the abilities of other children, 
and a better understanding of themselves. They also develop a respect for the environment, for their own 
health and safety, and for that of others. They develop their cultural awareness and understanding, and 
they learn to appreciate the value of differences and similarities. A variety of experiences teaches them to 
appreciate that all people are equally important, and that the needs of individuals are not the same as the 
needs of groups. 
 

Design and Technology and Computing 
 
Computing enhances the teaching of design and technology, wherever appropriate, in all key stages. 
Children use software to enhance their skills in designing and making things. Younger children are able to 
use simple desktop-publishing software to try out designs. The children also use computing to collect 
information and to present their designs through a range of design and presentation software. 
 

E.Y.F.S. 
 
We encourage the development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help reception children make 
sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. As the reception class is part of the 
Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the development of the children’s knowledge and 



understanding of the world to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals. These underpin the 
curriculum planning for children aged three to five. This learning forms the foundations for later work in 
design and technology. These early experiences include asking questions about how things work, 
investigating and using a variety of construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing making 
skills and handling appropriate tools and construction material safely and with increasing control. 
 
We provide a range of experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem-solving, critical 
thinking and discussion. These activities, indoors and outdoors, attract the children’s interest and curiosity. 

 
Assessment and Recording 
  
Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On completion of a 
piece of work, the students are asked to self-assess their understanding and record this by adding a 
green, orange or red dot to their learning objective. The teacher will then highlight the learning objective to 
indicate the child’s understanding and progress. (For further information on this, please see our Marking 
Policy.) Future learning is planned based upon previous attainment; both written and verbal feedback is 
given to the child to help guide his or her progress. 
  
The National Curriculum (2014) sets out the following aims: 

 to ensure that the new National Curriculum embodies rigour and high standards and creates 
coherence in what is taught in schools  

 to ensure that all children are taught the essential knowledge in the key subject disciplines  

 beyond that core, to allow teachers greater freedom to use their professionalism and expertise to 
help all children realise their potential 

We use the document ‘Weaving Knowledge & Skills’ to assess pupil understanding in each Foundation 
Subject; it identifies year group expectations from which coverage, progression and individual progress 
can be judged against. Teachers assess understanding at the end of each topic and record overall 
attainment at the end of the year. This data gets added to the cohort data file and passed to the subject 
coordinator.  
 

Resources 
 
Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design and technology across the 
school. Classrooms have a range of basic resources, with the more specialised equipment being kept in 
the design and technology store. This room is not accessible to children.  
 

The Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

 To review the policy document on a regular basis; 

 To ensure all staff are made aware of the subject policy document; 

 To produce a subject specific scheme of work which can be used across the school;  

 Collect pupil assessment yearly to monitor numbers of pupils working below, at or above age 

related expectations;  

 To identify any resource needs across the school and maintain the resources currently within 

school;  

 To pass information to staff on available resources, courses and relevant publications;  

 To liaise with external personnel, as appropriate, on matters relating to the subject of design 

technology; 

 To monitor standards within Art & Design via a range of methods including: planning and book 
scrutinies, learning walks, pupil interviews and identifying possible training needs based upon 
findings. 
 

Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy was implemented November 2018. It will be reviewed annually or earlier if necessary. 
Last review: September 2019. 


