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Purpose of study 
 
“Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A 
high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the 
world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to 
understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities 
for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the 
original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, 
equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.” National Curriculum 2014 

 
Aims  
 
The aims of Foreign Language at All Saints’ school are: 

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources; 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 
they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation; 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt; 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 

 

 We have designed an ambitious curriculum for all pupils that develops their 
knowledge, creativity, curiosity and skills-base. Utilising our location within North-
West Durham, we deliver a curriculum that draws upon our rich history, cultural 
heritage and local resources. 
 

  Our school life holds Gospel Values at its centre – this is evident within our 
curriculum delivery; we prioritise themes of fairness, integrity, compassion and 
responsibility and have high standards of all pupils in all subjects.  
 

 Our curriculum is taught sequentially and systematically across each year group and 
assessments are used to inform current knowledge and future planning. Depending 
upon the individual needs of different cohorts or groups of pupils, the curriculum is 
adapted to ensure all children can access it and progress within it. Regardless of year 
group or subject, individual learning as well as collaborative learning is supported as 
part of a positive, hardworking ethos.  
 

 Prior learning is built upon with links made between old and new concepts. 
Meaningful learning is embedded throughout educational visits and creative activity 
and opportunity.  
 

 When the children leave our school, we expect them to be confident learners who 
have a sound understanding of their place within our local community, our wider 
location and our global family. As a school, we are proud that our curriculum follows 
national policy but is also flexible and responsive to current issues.  
 

 Our intention is for our pupils to be inspired to pursue knowledge and celebrate 
diversity in all areas. 

 



The Curriculum 
 
French is the foreign language that we teach in our school.The children are taught to know and 
understand how to: 

 ask and answer questions; 

 use correct pronunciations and intonation; 

 memorise words; 

 understand basic grammar; 

 use dictionaries; 

 work in pairs and groups, and communicate in French; 

 look at life in another culture. 
 
During French lessons children are given the opportunity to work as a class, as individuals and as part of 
a group. The choice of class organisation is determined by the learning task.  By its nature, Foreign 
Languages  will involve lots of interaction with visual, auditory and kinaesthetic prompts. 
 

Planning 
 
The languages curriculum is planned and taught weekly in Key Stage Two using the La Jolie Ronde 
scheme of work and pupil workbooks. 
 

Disciplinary Literacy & Teaching & Learning Style  
 
At All Saints’ we recognise that individual subjects may differ in the way they are read, spoken or written. 
We aim to communicate effectively and use the vocabulary and register of the subject.  
This may include:  

• Using reading skills to gather information from the types of information sources typical to that 
subject  

• Understanding and using the genres and text types appropriate to the subject and which mirror 
those used by experts 

• Presenting written information using the accepted styles and modes of the subject 
 

Assessment and Recording  
 
Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On completion of a 
piece of work, the students are asked to self-assess their understanding and record this by adding a 
green, orange or red dot to their learning objective. The teacher will then highlight the learning objective to 
indicate the child’s understanding and progress. (For further information on this, please see our Marking 
Policy.) Future learning is planned based upon previous attainment; both written and verbal feedback is 
given to the child to help guide his or her progress. 
  
The National Curriculum (2014) sets out the following aims: 

 to ensure that the new National Curriculum embodies rigour and high standards and creates 
coherence in what is taught in schools  

 to ensure that all children are taught the essential knowledge in the key subject disciplines  

 beyond that core, to allow teachers greater freedom to use their professionalism and expertise to 
help all children realise their potential 
 

We use the document ‘Weaving Knowledge & Skills’ to assess pupil understanding in each Foundation 
Subject; it identifies year group expectations from which coverage, progression and individual progress 
can be judged against. Teachers assess understanding at the end of each topic and record overall 
attainment at the end of the year. This data gets added to the cohort data file and passed to the subject 
coordinator.  
 

Resources 
 
We have purchased the La Jolie Ronde scheme of work which includes detailed individual year group 
lesson plans and resources as well as interactive white board tools, sound files, music and songs. In 
addition to this we have a special Christmas topic scheme of work, music and creative activities. The 



scheme also supports the work children undertake at a voluntary level in the school’s lunch time French 
Club. 
 

The Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

 To review the policy document on a regular basis; 

 To ensure all staff are made aware of the subject policy document; 

 To produce a subject specific scheme of work which can be used across the school;  

 Collect pupil assessment yearly to monitor numbers of pupils working below, at or above age 

related expectations; 

 To identify any resource needs across the school  and maintain the resources currently within 

school; 

 To pass  information to staff on available resources, courses and relevant publications;  

 To liaise with external personnel , as appropriate, on matters relating to the area of foreign 

languages; 

 To monitor standards within foreign languages via a range of methods including: planning and 
book scrutinies, learning walks, pupil interviews and identifying possible training needs based upon 
findings. 

 

Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy was implemented November 2018. It will be reviewed annually or earlier if necessary. 
Last review: September 2019. 
 


