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Purpose of Study 

“A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s 
past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching 
should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and 
develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, 
the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as 
their own identity and the challenges of their time.” National Curriculum 2014 

Aims  
 
The aims of History at All Saints’ school are to ensure that all pupils 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the 
earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 
influenced and been influenced by the wider world; 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilizations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-
European societies; achievements and follies of mankind;  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilization’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’;  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyze trends, 

 We have designed an ambitious curriculum for all pupils that develops their 
knowledge, creativity, curiosity and skills-base. Utilising our location within North-
West Durham, we deliver a curriculum that draws upon our rich history, cultural 
heritage and local resources. 
 

  Our school life holds Gospel Values at its centre – this is evident within our 
curriculum delivery; we prioritise themes of fairness, integrity, compassion and 
responsibility and have high standards of all pupils in all subjects.  
 

 Our curriculum is taught sequentially and systematically across each year group and 
assessments are used to inform current knowledge and future planning. Depending 
upon the individual needs of different cohorts or groups of pupils, the curriculum is 
adapted to ensure all children can access it and progress within it. Regardless of year 
group or subject, individual learning as well as collaborative learning is supported as 
part of a positive, hardworking ethos.  
 

 Prior learning is built upon with links made between old and new concepts. 
Meaningful learning is embedded throughout educational visits and creative activity 
and opportunity.  
 

 When the children leave our school, we expect them to be confident learners who 
have a sound understanding of their place within our local community, our wider 
location and our global family. As a school, we are proud that our curriculum follows 
national policy but is also flexible and responsive to current issues.  
 

 Our intention is for our pupils to be inspired to pursue knowledge and celebrate 
diversity in all areas. 

 



frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses;  

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed;  

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between 
cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 
timescales. 

 

Disciplinary Literacy & Teaching & Learning Style  
 
At All Saints’ we recognise that individual subjects may differ in the way they are read, spoken or written. 
We aim to communicate effectively and use the vocabulary and register of the subject. This may include:  

• Using reading skills to gather information from the types of information sources typical to that 
subject  

• Understanding and using the genres and text types appropriate to the subject and which mirror 
those used by experts 

• Presenting written information using the accepted styles and modes of the subject. 
 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining 
historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage, we give children the opportunity to visit sites of 
historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of 
events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching, and we regard 
this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children to understand 
that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should always ask searching 
questions, such as, ‘How do we know?’ about information they are given.  
We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of ability in history, and we seek to provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the 
child. We achieve this by:  

• setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
• setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks; 
• grouping children by ability in the room, and setting different tasks for each ability group; 
• providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child; 
• using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups. 

 
Curriculum 
 
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and 
physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through history the children learn a range of skills, 
concepts, attitudes and methods of working. 

 
Planning 
 
History is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We use the national scheme of work as the 
basis for our curriculum planning in history, but we have adapted this to our local context, building on the 
successful units of work already in place. We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities 
to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we plan progression into the scheme of work, so 
that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.  
 
We carry out curriculum planning in history in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). The 
long-term plan maps the history topics studied in each term during each key stage; the subject leader 
devises this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group, and the children study 
history topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially at Key Stage One. Some topics have a 
particular historical focus, and in Key Stage Two, we place an increasing emphasis on independent 
historical study. We teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum 
through the corresponding programme of study. 
 
We use the national objectives as the basis for our medium-term plans; these give details of each unit of 
work for each term. The subject leader reviews these plans on a regular basis.  



The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each history lesson (short-term plans). These plans list the 
specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson. The class teacher keeps these 
individual plans, although s/he and the subject leader often discuss them on an informal basis. 
 

Health and Safety 
 
Off site visits are encouraged to enhance the teaching of History in All Saints’. All visits are planned in 
accordance with the requirements of our Health and Safety Policy and Educational Visits Policy.  
 

The Contribution of History to Teaching in Other Curriculum Areas 
 

English 
 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in English are historical in nature. 
For example, in Key Stage Two, we use the book Friend or Foe by Michael Morpurgo, to enhance the 
children’s knowledge and understanding of life in Britain during World War Two. Children develop oracy 
through discussing historical questions, or presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop 
their writing ability by composing reports and letters where appropriate. 
 

Mathematics 
 
The teaching of history contributes to children’s mathematical understanding in a variety of ways. Children 
learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through activities such as creating time 
lines and through sequencing events in their own lives. Children also learn to interpret information 
presented in graphical or diagrammatic form.  

 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship 
 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and citizenship. 
Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social 
questions, such as how society should respond to poverty and homelessness. They discover how to be 
active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and changed, and they learn how to 
recognise and challenge stereotypes, and to appreciate that racism is a harmful aspect of society. They 
learn how society is made up of people from different cultures, and they start to develop tolerance and 
respect for others.  
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 
In our teaching of history, we contribute, where possible, to the children’s spiritual development, as in the 
Key Stage One topic, ‘What are we remembering on Remembrance Day?’ We also provide children with 
the opportunity to discuss moral questions, or what is right and wrong, when studying topics such as the 
decisions taken by leaders in World War Two. The history programme of study enables children to 
understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by the multi-cultural British society 
of today. 
 

History and Computing 
 
Information and communication technology enhances our teaching of history, wherever appropriate, in all 
key stages. This more than meets the statutory requirement for children to use Computing as part of their 
history work in Key Stage Two. The children use computing in a variety of ways, such as word-processing, 
finding information on the Internet and presenting information through PowerPoint. They can also use 
interactive timeline software, and they can make creative use of the digital camera to record photographic 
images.  
 
EYFS 
 
We teach history in reception class as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the 
reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the history side of the 
children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum 



planning for children aged three to five. History makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s 
knowledge and understanding of the world, through activities such as dressing up in historical costumes, 
looking at pictures of famous people in history, or discovering the meaning of vocabulary (‘new’ and ‘old’, 
for example) in relation to their own lives. 
 

Assessment and Recording  
 
Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On completion of a 
piece of work, the students self-assess their understanding and record this by adding a green, orange or 
red dot to their learning objective. The teacher will then highlight the learning objective to indicate the 
child’s understanding and progress. (For further information on this, please see our Marking Policy.) 
Future learning is planned based upon previous attainment; both written and verbal feedback is given to 
the child to help guide his or her progress. 
  
The National Curriculum (2014) sets out the following aims: 

 to ensure that the new National Curriculum embodies rigour and high standards and creates 
coherence in what is taught in schools  

 to ensure that all children are taught the essential knowledge in the key subject disciplines  

 beyond that core, to allow teachers greater freedom to use their professionalism and expertise to 
help all children realise their potential 

We use the document ‘Weaving Knowledge & Skills’ to assess pupil understanding in each Foundation 
Subject; it identifies year group expectations from which coverage, progression and individual progress 
can be judged against. Teachers assess understanding at the end of each topic and record overall 
attainment at the end of the year. This data is added to the cohort data file and passed to the subject 
coordinator.  
 

Resources 
 
Each class teacher has been provided with a range of History books as well as and these are 
supplemented with online resources and topic boxes borrowed from Durham Learning Resources. A 
variety of topic boxes containing artefacts, children’s and teacher’s book are stored in the hall cupboard. 
Themed days, planned with and delivered by outside agencies like  Durham University’s 4Schools 
education department  are encouraged. 
 

The Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

 To review the policy document on a regular basis; 

 To ensure all staff are made aware of the subject policy document; 

 To produce a subject specific scheme of work which can be used across the school;  

 Collect pupil assessment yearly to monitor numbers of pupils working below, at or above age 

related expectations;  

 To identify any resource needs across the school  and maintain the resources currently within 

school;  

 To pass  information to staff on available resources, courses and relevant publications;  

 To liaise with external personnel , as appropriate, on matters relating to the subject of history; 

 To monitor standards within history via a range of methods including: planning and book scrutinies, 
learning walks, pupil interviews and identifying possible training needs based upon findings. 

 

Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy was implemented November 2018. It will be reviewed annually or earlier if necessary. 
Last review: September 2019. 
 


