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Recruitment and Selection Policy Statement 
All Saints’ Catholic Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 
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Purpose of Study 
 
“Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music 
education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and 
so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should 
develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to 
the best in the musical canon.” National Curriculum 2014 

 
Aims & Our Curriculum 
 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal 
expression, and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the 
culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enable children to better 
understand the world that they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a 
highly academic and demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children to feel part of a 
community. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop 
the skills, to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the 
quality of music. 
 
Our objectives in the teaching of music are: 

 to explore how sounds are made, and can be organised into musical structures; 

 to show how music is produced by a variety of instruments; 

 We have designed an ambitious curriculum for all pupils that develops their 
knowledge, creativity, curiosity and skills-base. Utilising our location within North-
West Durham, we deliver a curriculum that draws upon our rich history, cultural 
heritage and local resources. 
 

  Our school life holds Gospel Values at its centre – this is evident within our 
curriculum delivery; we prioritise themes of fairness, integrity, compassion and 
responsibility and have high standards of all pupils in all subjects.  
 

 Our curriculum is taught sequentially and systematically across each year group and 
assessments are used to inform current knowledge and future planning. Depending 
upon the individual needs of different cohorts or groups of pupils, the curriculum is 
adapted to ensure all children can access it and progress within it. Regardless of year 
group or subject, individual learning as well as collaborative learning is supported as 
part of a positive, hardworking ethos.  
 

 Prior learning is built upon with links made between old and new concepts. 
Meaningful learning is embedded throughout educational visits and creative activity 
and opportunity.  
 

 When the children leave our school, we expect them to be confident learners who 
have a sound understanding of their place within our local community, our wider 
location and our global family. As a school, we are proud that our curriculum follows 
national policy but is also flexible and responsive to current issues.  
 

 Our intention is for our pupils to be inspired to pursue knowledge and celebrate 
diversity in all areas. 

 



 to teach how music is composed and written down; 

 to examine the relevance of when, where and why a given piece of music was written; 

 to develop the interrelated skills of composition, performance and appreciation. 
 
Our Year Three and Year Four children work for one term learning either African drumming or samba 
drumming (alternating each year). Our Year Five children receive one term of brass teaching.  
  
Children are also offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers or our 
guitar teacher. Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the Local Authority’s Music Service, and this 
school has chosen to participate in the programme. Our guitar tutor is employed separately too. Parents 
and carers who want their children to participate in the scheme must purchase or hire the instrument and 
pay the additional music lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to small groups 
of children who have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar, violin, cello or 
flute. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school. 
 

Disciplinary Literacy & Teaching & Learning Style  
 
At All Saints’ we recognise that individual subjects may differ in the way they are read, spoken or written. 
We aim to communicate effectively and use the vocabulary and register of the subject.  
This may include:  

• Using reading skills to gather information from the types of information sources typical to that 
subject  

• Understanding and using the genres and text types appropriate to the subject and which mirror 
those used by experts 

• Presenting written information using the accepted styles and modes of the subject 
 

Music Curriculum Planning  
 
We teach music in reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the 
reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the musical aspects 
of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the 
curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Music contributes to a child’s personal and social 
development. Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability, and songs from different cultures 
increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. 
 
Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Our school uses the national scheme of work for 
music as the basis for its curriculum planning. We have adapted the national scheme so that the topics 
that the children study in music build upon prior learning. While there are opportunities for children of all 
abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the progression planned into the 
scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 
This progression has three aspects: 

 increasing breadth and range of musical experiences; 

 increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities; 

 increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music-making. 
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). 
The long-term plan maps the music topics studied in each term during the key stage. The subject leader 
devises this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. Sometimes, the children 
study music topics in conjunction with other subjects, particularly at Key Stage One. Through this 
programme of study, we teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum. 
 
The medium-term plans, which we have adopted from the national scheme, give details of each unit of 
work for each term. The subject leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these plans. As we have 
mixed-age classes, we do the medium-term planning on a two-year rotation cycle. In this way, we ensure 
that children have complete coverage of the National Curriculum, but do not have to repeat topics.  
 
The class teacher writes the daily lesson plans, which list the specific learning objectives and expected 
outcomes for each lesson. The class teacher is responsible for keeping these individual plans, and the 
class teacher and subject leader often discuss them on an informal basis. 



 

 
The Contribution of Music to Teaching in Other Curriculum Areas 
 

English 
 
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills through singing songs, with 
attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. Music is also used to stimulate discussion or creative 
writing. Through working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to communicate 
ideas effectively. 
 

Mathematics 
 
The teaching of music contributes to children’s mathematical understanding in a variety of ways. Children 
who study the structure of music are observing patterns and processes. Talent in music is often linked 
with talent in mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of music are mathematically based. 
 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship 
 
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and citizenship. 
Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with other people, and to 
build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social activities, and has an important role to play 
in the personal development of many young people. It has a vital role to play in building self-confidence. 
Participation in successful public musical performances is sometimes one of the most memorable things 
young people do at school. 
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 
Creating, performing or listening to music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual experience. We 
encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and 
quality of life. Children at All Saints’ School have the opportunity to encounter music from many cultures 
and, through their growing knowledge and understanding of the music, they develop more positive 
attitudes towards other cultures and societies. 
 

Computing  
 
Information and communication technology enhances the teaching of music, where appropriate, in all key 
stages. Children use computer programs to compose music. They also use ICT to enhance their research 
skills, whether through the Internet or on CD. They listen to music on the Internet, and they record their 
own compositions to send to other schools electronically. They might experiment with editing voice 
recordings, which involves the use of a digital sound recorder. Children also use ICT to improve the 
presentation of their work. 
 

Music and Inclusion 
 
At our school, we teach music to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Music forms part 
of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our 
music teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive 
hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with 
special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable 
steps to achieve this.  
 
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning music. Where children 
are to participate in activities outside the classroom, e.g. in a musical festival at another school, we carry 
out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

 
Assessment and Recording  
 



The National Curriculum (2014) sets out the following aims: 

 to ensure that the new National Curriculum embodies rigour and high standards and creates 
coherence in what is taught in schools  

 to ensure that all children are taught the essential knowledge in the key subject disciplines  

 beyond that core, to allow teachers greater freedom to use their professionalism and expertise to 
help all children realise their potential 
 

We use the document ‘Weaving Knowledge & Skills’ alongside Durham’s progression chart to assess 
pupil understanding in each music; these identify year group expectations from which coverage, 
progression and individual progress can be judged against. Teachers assess understanding at the end of 
each topic and record overall attainment at the end of the year. This data gets added to the cohort data file 
and passed to the subject coordinator.  

 
Resources 
 
There are sufficient resources for all music teaching units in the school. We keep resources for music in a 
central store. The library contains a good supply of topic books and computer software to support 
children’s individual research.  

 
The School Choir and Musical Events 
 
We believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many children as 
possible in musical activities. We have a school choir, which we encourage all children to join. The choir 
meets on a weekly basis and, although its primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing together, it 
also performs in public on a number of occasions throughout the year, e.g. at the Christmas carol service 
and local institutions. At the end of the autumn and summer term the children who are learning a musical 
instrument perform at a Music Assembly, to that they can learn to enjoy playing music in an ensemble. 

 
The Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

 To review the policy document on a regular basis; 

 To ensure all staff are made aware of the subject policy document; 

 To produce a subject specific scheme of work which can be used across the school;  

 Collect pupil assessment yearly to monitor numbers of pupils working below, at or above age 

related expectations; 

 To identify any resource needs across the school  and maintain the resources currently within 

school; 

 To pass  information to staff on available resources, courses and relevant publications;  

 To liaise with external personnel , as appropriate, on matters relating to the area of music; 

 To monitor standards within foreign languages via a range of methods including: planning and 
book scrutinies, learning walks, pupil interviews and identifying possible training needs based upon 
findings. 

 

Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy was implemented November 2018. It will be reviewed annually or earlier if necessary. 
Last review: September 2019. 
 


