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Thursday 5
th

 November, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

Although it is only the beginning of November, I am aware that many of you will be wondering about 

our Christmas plans and schedule. We aim to inform you of our arrangements as early as possible and 

this year should be no different! Obviously, this year’s Christmas celebrations will look different in 

school however we have worked hard to ensure that the children will still be able to celebrate, enjoying 

the magic, joy and fun of Christmas.  

 

Christmas Performances 

Unfortunately we will be unable to hold an infant or junior nativity or Christmas performance this 

year. It is not possible with our bubble set up, our risk assessment (based upon government guidance) 

that stipulates no singing as well as the fact that we have greater time restrictions this year compared to 

‘normal’. We are hoping to record each cohort performing a dance (or something similar) and will 

publish these (as well as a range of readings/prayers) to ensure that you can enjoy the Christmas Story 

at home with your family.   

 

 

Remote Technology  

We intend to use an app which allows pupils to provide a spoken response to a question related to 

advent or the Christmas story. The app is linked to our Teams account so videos will only be able to be 

accessed with a specific login and password. If your child would like to, they can provide a video clip 

of up to 90 seconds in response to a question asked. Pupils and parents will be able to see the video 

replies of every child in their bubble. More information to follow!  

 

 

Christmas Cards 

Currently, any paper item that moves between school and home has to be quarantined for 24 hours. We 

have a system in place within each class to allow this to happen. With the arrival of hundreds of 

Christmas cards across a period of three weeks, this will become rather confusing. Therefore, for this 

year, I would like to ask that each child who wants to write a Christmas card writes only one 

addressing it to our All Saints’ family. This will ensure that families do not have multiple cards 

coming home and will also allow us to make a very special Christmas Wishes display in school! If you 

would like to donate the amount that a pack of Christmas cards would have cost, please send the 

money in and we can make sure it goes directly to supporting our local foodbank. If you would like to 

donate, please send the money in with the Christmas card, ensuring the money is in an envelope 

labelled as ‘donation to food bank’.  

 



All Saints’ Catholic Primary School 
Kitswell Road, Lanchester, Durham, DH7 0JG 

Tel: 01207 520435    Fax: 01207 528721    

 e-mail: lanchesterallsaints@durhamlearning.net      

website: www.lanchester.durham.sch.uk 

Head Teacher: Mrs. F. Stephenson   Deputy Head Teacher: Mrs. A. Conlin 

Chair of Governors: Mr. M. Symonds 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 

As usual, children will be able to order a special Christmas lunch (details to follow) and will be invited 

to wear their fantastic Christmas jumpers too! Unfortunately, our pupils will eat their Christmas lunch 

in their bubbles rather than in their key stage but it will be a very special occasion nonetheless!  

 

 

Pantomime 

Believe it or not, our pantomime is still due to go ahead…oh yes it is! It will be performed four times 

in one day to different groups of pupils who will be seated in their pods in a socially distanced manner.  

Unfortunately, the pantomime will be mostly delivered remotely but we will have one special guest in 

school who will be able to bring the story to life! Although I know which production it will be, I’m 

going to keep it to myself so everyone gets a big surprise!   

 

 

Pupil Handmade Gifts  

Usually our wonderful Friends of All Saints’ team organise our very popular Christmas fayre where 

each class have the opportunity to sell their handmade gifts. Obviously our fayre cannot take place this 

year but we still want to provide the opportunity for you to buy some things that the children have 

made. In a couple of weeks, an order form will be sent to you with a list of the goods on offer. You 

will be able to complete an order and we will make our gifts to satisfy demand! 

 

 

Christmas Parties 

Our parties will take place as usual with only a few differences to take into account our risk 

assessment! 

 

 

Drumming & Brass  

Our Year Three and Four pupils have been learning how to play the Samba drums. I hope to be able to 

record their final performance and send them out for viewing. Similarly, we hope to record the 

progress our brass musicians have made over the term – watch this space! 

 

 

Whole School Raffle  

We will be selling raffle tickets to raise some money for school funds – more information to follow. 

Thanks in advance for your support!  
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Important Dates: 

 

Event Day 
Y3 & Y4 Drumming Performance Monday 7

th
December 

Christmas Lunch & Jumper Thursday 10
th

 December 

Reception Christmas Party Friday 11
th

 December 

Y3 & Y4 Party Monday 14
th

 December 

Y5 & Y6 Party Tuesday 15
th

 December 

Y1 & Y2 Party Wednesday 16
th

 December  

Pantomime Thursday 17
th

 December  

Last day of term Friday 18
th

 December 

 

For each specific event, more details will be published on our weekly newsletter nearer to the time. If 

you have not given permission for your child to be filmed or photographed, we will get in touch with 

you closer to the time to explain the filming processes in more detail so you can confirm your 

preferences.  

 

We hope to be able to offer the children an outdoor Winter Wonderland experience in the last week, 

fingers crossed this can go ahead in some shape or form! 

 

As always, thank you for the support you show to our school. Although our Christmas this year will be 

a little unusual, we intend that it remains as magical and meaningful as our previous celebrations.  

 

Many thanks,   

 

 
Mrs. F. Stephenson     


