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Monday 2
nd

 November, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Mask Wearing 

I hope you all had an enjoyable and safe half term. I cannot believe it is November already – this year 

seems to be passing at frightening speed! Considering the planned lockdown that is due to commence 

on Thursday, I would like to ask each of you individually to wear a mask on our school grounds when 

dropping off or collecting your child. I am not in a position to enforce mask wearing but I would insist 

that all adults do, unless you are medically exempt. There are parts of our school grounds where space 

is limited therefore, if we all wear masks, we can attempt to keep our community as safe as possible.  

 

Spellings 

As I am sure you are aware, the teaching profession relies upon reflective practice to ensure that the 

techniques used are the most effective at that time. Strategies, teaching style and coverage should all 

be based upon the context and needs of the pupils. Since returning to school, we have noticed a greater 

need with regard to spelling across all classes and groups of pupils. After a series of staff discussions, 

access to new spelling resources and continued professional development sessions, we are going to 

change our spelling practice for the remainder of the year. At present we focus upon context of words 

but we feel that we need to change our focus to ensure that the children cover a greater number of 

words. We will decide upon how we will teach spelling next year based upon the position of pupils at 

the end of the year.  

 

Understanding the context in which words are used remains a very important objective. The context of 

words will continue to be taught within our spelling lessons, our reading sessions and throughout the 

wider curriculum. It is imperative that when you read at home with your child that you continue to 

discuss words and language and why they have been specifically chosen by an author or for what 

particular purpose. The weekly spelling tests which take place in Year Two – Six will no longer be 

based around sentences.  

 

The children will be given their spellings on Friday and will be tested on those words the following 

week. In Year Two, the pupils will receive five words to learn at home, they will learn a further five 

words in class. In Years Three and Four, the children will receive a list of ten words to learn per week. 

In Year Five, the children will initially receive ten words a week but will move to learning twenty 

words per week ready for them moving into Year Six. The children will be tested upon these 

individual words.  

 

At the beginning of each half term, each teacher will put their list of half termly spellings on your 

child’s class Teams page on their Office 365 account as well as their class page on the website. This 

will be available for you to access and review the planned coverage for the upcoming weeks. It will 
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also be useful for you to be aware of the words your child is learning over the half term so you can 

identify them and pick out further words included in the specific spelling patterns when you read with 

your child. As well as this, the children will come home with their spelling list for the week in their 

spelling books as usual. Your child’s spelling test result will be written in their Homework Diary 

(Reading Record for Year Two) so you can see their achievement each week.   

 

For homework, alongside their grammar book, their daily reading and Times Table Rockstars, we ask 

that you continue to support your child in learning their spellings at home via the traditional methods 

(some ideas are attached overleaf). However, we do understand that often it can be difficult to 

persuade your child to sit and learn their spellings in this manner so to hopefully support your family at 

home, we have signed up to an online programme called: Spelling Shed.  

 

You can access Spelling Shed at: https://www.edshed.com/en-gb/login 

 

Your child will be able to access this platform online with their unique username and password (these 

will be sent out this week). Spelling Shed has lots of spelling games linked to your child’s year group 

(Stage One relates to Year One, Stage Two to Year Two etc.) but more importantly, our teaching staff 

will design specific games based upon our weekly spelling lists – these can be found in the 

Assignments tab. This should give you another resource to engage your child in learning their spellings 

at home, either linked to their weekly or half termly spellings as well as the wider programme for their 

year group. Each week’s spelling lists will remain on Spelling Shed so you can access them as you 

wish, for example concentrating upon the areas that your child needs the most. Our Year One pupils 

will be able to access the weekly sounds which will be covered in class. 

 

As always, we understand that children all work at different levels and make progress at their own 

pace. We hope that the change to our spelling policy will help support you at home to encourage your 

child to work at their own speed. Our teachers are acutely aware of the individual needs of pupils 

therefore, your child might come home with fewer words to spell (or different words from the 

published list) if spelling is something that has been previously discussed with you and your family.  

 

Your child (Y2–Y6) will receive their first set of spellings of the half term on Friday. In the meantime, 

if you require any further information, please feel free to catch me or contact your child’s teacher.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

 
Mrs. F. Stephenson     


