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As unique children of God we:  
aspire not to have more but to be more.  

To:  

Love Christ 

Listen to Christ 

Learn from Christ   
I cannot express strongly enough how proud I am of our 

whole school community after the first week of a new year 

unlike any other. Our pupils have responded to yet another 

change to their routine, either working from home and 

accessing online lessons or coming to school to get to grips 

with a new timetable and bubble yet again. Throughout the 

week, we have witnessed real resilience, positivity, 

enthusiasm and responsibility from our pupils as young as 

four up to our oldest pupils in school. I would also like to 

publicly thank each and every member of our wonderful All 

Saints’ staff team who enable our children to continue 

accessing education in such strange times. I am so proud to 

be the Head Teacher of a dynamic and flexible school.  

 

Of course, there have been some teething issues and lots for 

everyone to get their heads around, but I hope you feel like 

we have already made such great strides in delivering remote 

education over the course of the week. 

 

We are delivering 21/22 live teaching sessions per day (as 

well as teaching children in the building at the same time) and 

therefore our timetable has to quite strictly follow our 

thirty minute teaching slots however, as you will be aware, 

teaching a class of children over Teams does not always lend 

itself to strict timings! If a child has something to say, it is 

our job to listen even if that takes us a minute or two over 

the thirty minute slot – thank you for understanding! 

 

I think the children’s behaviour online has been impeccable 

and I thank you for your inevitable ‘behind the scenes 

support’ with this; the children’s behaviour in class has also 

been fantastic even though lessons for them also look very 

different to what they are used to. We have had to speak to 

the children about limiting their use of emojis within class 

chats (not necessarily a single emoji at the end of a point but 

rather significant conversations of quite some length that 

were taking place which consisted of ONLY emojis). We 

thank you in advance of reminding your child(ren) that the 

chat should be limited to conversations pertaining to each 

lesson. This will allow others to quickly view important 

conversations, links and attachments without having to scroll 

over lots (hundreds) of unicorns, stars, zombies, pineapples, 

footballs, almost every single animal on the planet etc. and so 

forth… I am sure you get my point!  

 

Just a few more points that I would like to make:  

• The current daily timetables were intended for a 

fortnight initially however now we know that school 

will be closed for the half term at least. We will post 

another timetable at the end of the fortnight but 

the live teaching slots will remain the same 

• We have not yet received any allocation of devices 

from the Department for Education. We are owed 

five. If you are accessing online learning via your 

phone, please make sure it is connected to your home 

WiFi and not mobile data. Call me if this doesn’t 

make sense and I’ll try to help 

• If your meeting seems to be buffering, that is 

probably linked to your Wi-Fi. Similarly, if you 

cannot see the documents we are sharing, that will 

be linked to your device or old software 

• Times Tables Rockstars (Y2-Y6) and Spelling Shed 

(Y1-Y6) are up and running. Half termly spellings are 

on your child’s Team page as well as the website. 

Please speak to us if you are having difficulty 

accessing these 

• Oxford Owl should be accessed by parents in infant 

classes for online reading books. For children in the 

junior classes, you can obviously read books that you 

have at home or you can log on to our online library – 

Fiction Express. Phonics Play (a great interactive 

phonics resource) is currently free for parents too 

• Exercise books and daily printed maths worksheets 

are available to collect from the office – printed 

maths worksheets will make your lives lots easier at 

home!  

• For whole school events i.e. collective worship, P.E. 

or celebration assemblies, you will find a link to this 

meeting on the main Teams page (where you can see 

the chats etc.) rather than your calendar. Give us a 

call if you don’t know where to find this (although I 

expect most of you do because the participation at 

whole school events has been FANTASTIC!) 

 

Phew… we think you are all doing a wonderful job, juggling 

family life as well as online learning and working from home. 

We do not expect 100% attendance every day at online 

lessons so please do not fall into the trap of feeling guilty if 

you miss a session here or there. Education is about more 

than staring at a screen all day and we know, just like adults, 



children have up days and down days that need to be 

responded to. Try your best, access our provision for your 

children and breathe…you are managing to keep your family 

life together during a pandemic.  

 

I would like to sincerely thank you for your very kind words 

this week. They really do give us a boost and do not go 

unnoticed. As you can imagine, our school inbox is busy; if you 

feel like we have missed any communication from you, please 

do chase us!  

 

Can we please ask that when you are sending an email into 

school you put your child’s name in the subject heading and 

send a new email rather than replying to ours? This week we 

received ninety-eight replies to one message that we sent.  

Each of these messages came in the same feed making it 

extremely hard to ensure we had responded to each one! 

Thank you very much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Worker Places  

All key workers have been contacted. We have between 65 – 

85 key worker children in school on a given day. Our limit was 

70 places and we have made significant changes to our risk 

assessment to increase our provision. We will not be able to 

increase our provision again. Please do not send your child 

into school if you do not need to; a reduction in numbers will 

reduce the likelihood of transmission within school and at the 

school gates.  

 

Residentials – Year Five & Six  

Unfortunately, our Year Five residential will not be able to go 

ahead at the end of spring term as planned. It is very likely 

that the national restrictions would have prevented this from 

taking place anyway however at the end of last term, we 

received the extremely sad news that Explore4All, our 

wonderful residential provider, can no longer trade due to 

the impact of the pandemic. If you have paid money towards 

the residential, we will be in touch in due course to organise a 

refund. We hope to communicate with you regarding the 

planned Year Six residential when we know more.  

 

I think that is everything for now. I look forward to seeing 

the children at our celebration assembly, this afternoon at 

2.30p.m. As there is lots of wonderful snow outside to enjoy, 

please do if you can.  

 

Keep warm, stay safe and keep smiling!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Statement to Live By has been: 
I try to love others as I love myself.  

Mrs. Stephenson’s Lockdown Challenge 

Guess Who 
One person has to imitate another person and your family 

members have to guess who it is. You can act out celebrities, 

fictional characters or people you all know (such as other 

family members or friends). The catch is that you cannot 

say anything that will give it away. You need to use gestures 

and their voice to try and portray the person as best as you 

can.  

Show us how you get on by email or   


