
Our pupils are aware that during the season of Lent, we always think about the journey Jesus made in an attempt 

to follow in his footsteps. As is the case for everyone, this Lent looks and feels a bit different for us all. Despite 

this, we wanted to engage our whole community by encouraging everyone to participate in a collective activity 

to fundraise for a cause close to our hearts: in this case, supporting CAFOD’s Walk for Water campaign.  

 

In autumn 2019 and again in autumn 2020, we started to look closely at the lives of the Northern Saints 

represented in our House System. Beginning with a whole school visit to Durham Cathedral to learn more about 

our Northern saints on our school’s Feast Day, we have since developed our pupils’ understanding of the lives 

and work of Aidan, Hilde, Cuthbert and Bede so that their knowledge of our Northern Saints and local heritage 

is meaningful and influential. Our House Saints now have a value associated with each, based upon their 

respective lives. The value of perseverance was awarded to St. Aidan’s house and peace for St. Hilde. We felt it 

was appropriate to assign the value of wisdom to St. Cuthbert and the value of learning to St. Bede. 

Unfortunately, both academic years have been disrupted due to the pandemic so we decided that this Lent, we 

would take the opportunity to link our fundraising efforts to our heritage to ensure that the pupils still have the 

opportunity to feel a great sense of belonging to their Northern Saint House Team!  

 

To raise money for the Walk for Water campaign, we are challenging the whole school community to complete 

a pilgrimage every week throughout Lent, to walk the distance of the journey from Whitby to Lindisfarne 

Priory, Holy Island, via Durham Cathedral. We challenged our school community and parish to walk the 

distance of 200 kilometres each week…approximately 1200km over the course of Lent! 

 

Now more than ever, we are aware of the importance of being active and getting out into the fresh air. We all 

understand the benefits of the outdoors on both our physical and mental health so we thought the use of the app 

Strava, which logs activity via distance, was a great way to combine our Lenten mission with our overall 

wellness. It has been fantastic to notice the first glimpses of spring during our activities and we look forward to 

seeing more over the following weeks of Lent.   

 

In the past, we have undertaken some wonderful whole school activities to raise money for those less fortunate 

than ourselves. We intend to continue to help those around the world, supporting the belief that every human 

should have basic human rights, like access to fresh water…nothing is going to stop us, not even remote 

working!  

 

Our target of walking 1200km by the end of Lent was exceeded in the first five days of the challenge! If we had 

realised how keen our families would be, we should have challenged everyone to walk to Rome to meet Pope 

Francis and back again…and indeed there and back again!  

 

We are very proud of the spirit of our school community and are excited to see how far we can walk to raise 

money and awareness for CAFOD’s Walk for Water campaign. Taking heed from our school mission statement 

that the children, families, parishioners, staff and governors voted upon for All Saints’ Day 2017, we certainly 

are trying to, ‘aspire to be more rather than to have more’. We know we can do this each day by learning from 

Christ, listening to Christ and loving Christ – go Team All Saints’!  

 

Follow our progress by visiting our website or following us on Twitter @allsaintsRC 

 

 

 

 


