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Friday 9th July, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

 

Following the Department for Education’s policy update regarding Stage Four and the upcoming 

changes to restrictions, I am writing to outline some of the plans for September. As always these plans 

are open to change and may indeed need amended once we see them in practice, but for now 

hopefully, we can plan with some certainty about the return to school on Monday 6th September. From 

September, your child should continue to stay at home if they display symptoms of coronavirus. If they 

begin to display symptoms in school, you will be contacted and asked to collect your child. At that 

point, you will be required to follow the advice from Public Health England available at the time. If a 

child has a positive result and therefore needs to isolate, they will be provided with a pack of work to 

complete, in line with our remote learning policy, if your child is able to.  

 

The children will not be in bubbles therefore we will revert back to our ‘usual routine’ on a morning. 

The school doors will open at 8.45am and will remain open until 9am. All children are to enter school 

via the school office. The doors will be closed at 9am. All children are required to be in school by 9am 

otherwise they will be recorded as ‘late’. Breakfast Club will remain available but the current booking 

and charging system will remain.  

 

For the first couple of days, the staff will meet the children outside of the classrooms to ensure they 

feel comfortable with where to put their coats and bags.  

 

At the end of the school day, classes will be brought up to the top yard by staff and the pupils will be 

handed over. The children will come out between 3.10pm and 3.15pm. If it is a wet day, pupils can be 

collected from the lower yard nearer to the classroom doors.  

 

Adults are of course welcome to wear masks as are the staff, if they so wish however adults are not 

required to wear masks and we will not ask you to.  

 

The government require us to develop a contingency plan which may be needed at particular times if 

there is a local outbreak. At this point, the school may request that adults return to mask wearing, 

staggered drop offs and collections or we may have to return to pods.  This of course is only for 

exceptional circumstances, will be based on a risk assessment and you will be communicated with 

before there are any changes to our precautions.  

 

In school, we are going to keep our toilet pass system as we have noticed some benefits. In short, this 

basically means that pupils access the toilet as and when they need (although they are reminded to go 

to the toilet at breaks and lunch) rather than whole classes having to go to the toilet together.  
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We will continue with hand santizer, the ‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’ approach and ventilation via open 

windows however this should not need to be to the extent that it was in autumn. 

 

We have also noticed some benefits of staggered breaks and are going to continue to have all of key 

stage one together at first break and Year Three and Four in one area and Five and Six in another. All 

of Key Stage Two will be out at the same time but will alternate weekly between the yard and the 

field. At lunchtimes, all pupils will be out for the hour but they will be able to access the MUGA, trim 

trail, yard or field as they wish. It is therefore essential that all children have their wellies in school at 

all times. This approach will allow all children to have more space at break times and will increase 

supervision. As the lunchtimes are going to be busier than they have been over the last 18 months, 

there will always be a teacher outside, alongside Matty – our Sports Coach – and our lunchtime 

supervisors.  

 

Wellington boots can remain in school so the children do not have to bring them home daily. The 

children will have access to our school garden also which may require wellies.  The children in Key 

Stage Two will continue with the Daily Mile and the infants will run sporadically on top of their 

playtimes. Please make sure your child’s footwear is suitable for running. If you prefer, your child can 

bring trainers in to change into if they wish.  

 

We have done a lot of work with the children about healthy eating and healthy lifestyles. All children 

in Reception Class and Key Stage One will continue to receive a piece of fruit every day as a snack. 

For children in Key Stage Two, please make sure that any snacks for breaktime are healthy and school 

packed lunches are balanced – chocolate bars, sweets and juice are not permitted. Please may I take 

this opportunity to remind you that we have children who are allergic to nuts in school therefore we do 

not allow products that contain nuts.  

 

As mentioned on the last newsletter, I am asking all families to consider reducing the size of the school 

bags, pencil cases and lunchboxes in school as space is limited. We are having to organise extra 

storage for the infants and two of our junior classrooms are small. Our uniform supplier has drawstring 

bags, book bags or backpacks available to buy. These backpacks are large enough for items but smaller 

than many of the bags currently in school. Here is a suggestion of what should be in school bags:  

 

Guided reading book/reading record/homework diary/spelling book/letters for the school office 

A pencil case, if you wish, of reasonable size that will fit fully inside a tray, filled with basic 

equipment (not an art set or large contraption for example) 

Glasses  

A water bottle 
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Hats/scarves/gloves which can remain on a peg or in the child’s tray when they are in school  

A reading book from home which can also stay in the child’s tray whilst they are reading it 

Fidget toys, toys, notebooks etc. are all unnecessary and are not allowed in school. (Please periodically 

check your child’s bag in case additional items find their way in!) 

If your child is in Year Six in September and was not going to buy a new school bag, they can keep 

their current bag although, if they were due a new bag, I would request that smaller bags are bought. If 

your child is accessing a sporting club etc., they can bring their kit in a bootbag or drawstring bag.  

 

I am really looking forward to the prospect of a new start in September, where the whole school can 

gather and be together as one. Worships, assemblies, Masses, our buddy system and special events 

should all be able to go ahead – how wonderful! I don’t think anyone in school will ever take these 

events for granted again!  

 

Teatime Club will continue to run (again, booking and charging remains the same) but we expect 

extracurricular clubs will start in the second half term – more information to follow! 

 

Finally, before the pandemic, we had a very successful Parent/Teacher Introduction to the New School 

Year meeting. This year, it took place on Teams but I hope to invite you all in to school in person. We 

believe that it will be prudent to have an infant meeting (Rec, Y1 and Y2) on one evening and the 

junior meeting on another night – this is following feedback that it is hard for families to join more 

than one session. Therefore, you are invited into school for a 2.30p.m. start on Tuesday 14th September 

if your child is in Reception, Year One or Year Two and Wednesday 15th September if your child is in 

Year Three, Four, Five or Six. Both sessions will begin in the hall with a short presentation relating to 

our whole school priorities for the coming year then you will move to your child’s class where the 

children and teachers will be waiting. Here you will be informed of the expectations and routines of 

that particular year group; we feel it will be beneficial for the pupils to hear the same messages as 

yourselves. The session will finish in time for the usual end of the school day, 3.15p.m. There has 

always been an excellent turn out which I hope will be repeated in September but if you cannot make 

it, please do not worry – all information will be made available to you!  

   

I think that is everything for now except to thank you, once again, for your support, understanding and 

flexibility this year. As always, if you have anything to ask or if you require any further clarification, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Kind regards,  

 
Mrs. F. Stephenson    


