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Monday 15th November, 2021 

Dear Families, 

 

I hope you are all keeping well. I am writing today to outline some changes that will be taking place following a 

significant increase of coronavirus cases in school and following some recent guidance to schools from Durham local 

authority. 

 

As always, I continue to monitor the risk of infection to pupils and staff and I amend our risk assessment based upon the 

current context. In the past fortnight, the cases within All Saints’ have been very high therefore I feel it is appropriate to 

put further mitigations in place. Where possible, I want to reduce the impact upon the pupils’ education and wider 

experiences as much as possible in school and I also want to continue to support families with their logistical routines of 

school/clubs/appointments/drop off and collections etc.  

 

At the moment, pupils still use hand sanitiser in school along with the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. We have 

additional cleaning products available to all staff in each classroom and the windows/doors are opened (particular when 

the pupils are outside of the classroom). We have recently received our CO2 monitors which is helping us to identify 

where more ventilation is needed throughout the day. Our pupils still use toilet passes and for many playtimes, classes 

are partitioned into groups. We thank you all for continuing to keep your child off school and booking a PCR test if they 

are displaying symptoms of coronavirus. LFT tests are available within school for staff to use.  

 

Moving forward until further notice, any parents who come into school will be asked to wear a mask unless medically 

exempt; this will include the ‘Open Evenings’ where you are invited to come into school to view your child’s books. 

Any large meetings of parents/families will be undertaken remotely.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that our school doors are open from 8.45am to 9am; arriving at 

school for 8.45am in time for the doors to open means you will have less chance to remain socially distant from other 

adults. The children will continue to be dismissed from the top yard to allow families more space to spread out – I do 

understand that space is limited on our site so please remember that you are able to wear a mask if it makes you feel 

more comfortable.  

 

As a staff, we were hoping to be able to return to ‘face to face’ whole school worships and celebration assemblies this 

term but I will continue to do this remotely to support Durham’s guidance. Hopefully, come the spring, we will be able 

to get back in the hall together. I have also cancelled our Open the Book team for the time being and, whilst infection 

levels remain high in school, our Key Stage Two children will not resume their class masses. Again, we pray for more 

‘normality’ after the winter months.   

 

In relation to our upcoming plans, children will dance in phases rather than Key Stages for Children in Need and where 

possible, any visitors to school will be asked to wear appropriate P.P.E. As long as external events continue (i.e. whole 

class sporting events), I will continue to send our pupils because I feel this is of benefit to them. Of course, this will be 

reviewed if cases continue to rise.  
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This leads me to Christmas plans which will unfortunately have to change; this has been a direct recommendation from 

Durham.  

 

Last year, as classes were in pods, we were unable to perform a traditional nativity, choosing liturgical dance and class 

films instead. Unfortunately, this year, adults will be unable to watch the infant nativity in person but I have organised 

for a company to come and film it professionally. This will be sent out to families (via a password protected link) so you 

can still enjoy our infant pupils from the comfort of your own home! I understand this will be disappointing as the 

nativity is often the highlight of the year however I know you will support us in keeping our community safe. We will 

be in touch with all infant families soon regarding consent and permission for filming.  

 

For Key Stage Two, we are hoping to perform an outdoor carol concert for parents. Again, I understand that this will be 

a disappointment however I do hope that the carol concert will provide a suitably warm, festive feel for all families.  

Please see below an updated Christmas calendar of events. I apologise for any inconvenience caused:  

 

Event Time  

Filming of Infant Nativity Tuesday 7th December - am  

Music Assembly t.b.c. Tuesday 7th December - am More information to follow 

Junior Carol Concert Wednesday 8th December  

2.30pm 

On the school yard 

More information to follow 

Winter Wonderland 

(pupils can wear Christmas jumper) 

Thursday 9th December  

Christmas Dinner Thursday 9th December Booking to follow 

Winter Wonderland 

(pupils can wear Christmas jumper) 

Friday 10th December  

Drumming Assembly  

Years Three & Four t.b.c. 

Friday 10th December – pm More information to follow  

Years One & Two Christmas Party Monday 13th December Children to come in wearing party clothes  

Year Reception & Year Six Party Tuesday 14th December Children to come in wearing party clothes 

Pantomime Wednesday 15th December In school 

Years Three, Four & Five Party Thursday 16th December  Children to come in wearing party clothes 

Carols Around the Tree Friday 17th December  

 

Thank you in advance for your understanding. If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything further, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

 
 

Mrs. F. Stephenson    


