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As unique children of God we:  
aspire not to have more but to be more.  

To:  

Love Christ 

Listen to Christ 

Learn from Christ   
 

The season of Advent begins on Sunday, 

marking the countdown to Jesus’ birth. 

The season of Advent is such an 

important time in our year and it allows 

us the opportunity to prepare our hearts and minds to 

welcome Jesus. Usually, we ask our infant children to provide 

a home to Mary and Joseph as part of our travelling cribs 

however, as this involves moving resources from home to 

home, we thought it was prudent to leave this tradition for 

another year.  

 

Open Door – Pupils’ Books 

Thank you to everyone who took advantage of our open 

evenings this week. It was lovely to have you all in school 

looking at the books in person after nearly two years! If you 

ever have any questions about your child’s work or curriculum, 

please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher.  

 

Christmas Cards  

I mentioned on last week’s newsletter that we are re-

introducing our school post box for pupils to post Christmas 

cards to one another – they were a great miss last year. 

Cards will be given out on a Friday; please can I ask that 

pupils only send cards in on a Monday or Tuesday? They will 

remain ‘isolated’ until Friday to reduce any contamination. 

Many thanks for your cooperation.   

 

Year Two – Class Teacher 

This week, Year Two have been joined by Mrs. Smith – an 

experienced infant teacher; she will remain working with Mrs. 

Troy for the rest of the autumn term.  

 

Christmas Gifts for Staff 

We are always overwhelmed with the kindness you show us at 

Christmas; your cards, gifts and well wishes are always so 

lovely to receive. We always say that we do not need gifts – 

we love our job and feel privileged to work with your children 

every day! If you were intending to send a gift in for the 

school staff this Christmas, could we suggest that instead 

you bring a collection for a food bank? We will drop the 

donations into the local foodbanks which serve the families in 

our immediate, local area. Please do not feel like you have to 

give a donation – please consider this in place of individual 

gifts. As I have previously said, we are lucky to have a job  

 

and such wonderful roles. We are keen to continue to support 

those who are less fortunate than ourselves, wherever we 

can. For families who want to send a donation to the 

foodbank, please send your goods on Monday 13th December – 

many thanks in advance!  

 

Brass Music Assembly 

Mrs. Carr, our brass teacher, has confirmed 

that, in line with school risk assessments, our 

pupils who receive brass tuition will record 

themselves playing in school. The video clips will be sent out 

to families – more information to follow!  

 

Drumming Music Assembly 

Similarly, to above, we will film our pupils performing their 

African drumming learning. More information will follow with 

details of how to access the links – many thanks for your 

understanding.  

 

Infant Nativity 

Mrs. Barnes has secured consent for all infant pupils to 

participate in our nativity performance. Just as a reminder, 

the performance will be filmed and the families of our infant 

children will receive a password protected link to view the 

performance.  

 

Junior Carol Concert  

We cannot wait for our Key Stage Two carol concert. The 

children will be brought to the top yard at 2.30p.m. and will 

delight you all with some festive carols. The concert should 

be over by the usual end of the school day.  

 

There will be a hot chocolate station for you all 

to access – please bring your own mugs to save 

us from using polystyrene. There will be no 

charge for hot chocolate but there will be an 

opportunity to give a donation to help us fundraise for books 

for our new library for Years Three to Six. Remember to 

bring a little cup/beaker for any younger siblings because we 

will also have the option of ‘warm chocolate’.  

 

Christmas Fayre Products  

It will come as no surprise to you all that our usual Christmas 

Fayre cannot take place again this year. We would like to 



take the opportunity to raise money for school funds as we 

usually do by selling the children’s handmade gifts – keep an 

eye out for an order form which will be emailed to you early 

next week which will include more details!  

 

Crisps for Charity 

Inspired by the work of COP26, one 

of our school counsellors, Madeleine, 

would like to invite the whole school 

to support Crisps for Charity. 

Recycled crisp packets are worth 

money and the funds raised are used by the charity If You 

Care, Share to support families who include young people with 

mental health problems – what a great idea Madeleine! Please 

send your used crisp packets into school and drop them into 

our Crisps for Charity collection box in the hall – thank you! 

 

TikTok Safety Guidance 

For parents of our oldest pupils in Year Six (or indeed any 

younger pupils that are accessing TikTok), please follow the 

link to find some useful parental advice – thank you! 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3

A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fresources%2Ftiktok-

safety-guide-for-parents-to-support-young-people-on-the-

app%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cd.barnes100%40lanchester.durha

m.sch.uk%7Cd907432c20cb4c34c62d08d9b0c6531a%7C45d

fff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C63773518

8097954746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4

wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6

Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WT%2Fl1UZgbjakATb%2F6MncVn

EsdsK0Nw8YWB9sBkJtXlA%3D&reserved=0 

 

Nature’s Edge 

An opportunity for some pupils in the local area to go ice 

skating (travel and food included) on 23rd December has come 

to our attention. Please contact Gemma from Nature’s Edge 

to register your interest. Places are reserved for pupils with 

additional needs or families with low income. Please note 

places are limited and will be allocated on a ‘first come, first 

served’ basis. Thank you. 

UKIYO.EDGE@gmail.com or 7722004980 

 

 

A message from: 
 Our Youth Mission Team (Emily, Felix, Ellen)   

Advent is a time to think about the lead up to the birth of Jesus, 

Doing things to help others,  

Value the things and people around you, 

Everyone can help anyone,  

Never thinking about yourself before others, 

Together we will welcome him, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Looking for a good read?  
Isla in Year Three recommends:  

Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator by Elle McNicoll (age 7+) 
 “I really like this story because it is an adventure book but it is also funny. I think Charlie’s grandad is the funniest character 

because he never seems to know what is happening! This story links with the book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory because 

it has lots of the same characters in it (like Willy Wonker, Charlie and Charlie’s grandad). I think this is my favourite story 

because all of the characters are happy…they never seem sad (except at one point in the story). Children who like Roald Dahl 

stories will probably like this book- I think you should read it.” 
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Dates for Your Diary  

Event Date Time 
Friends of All Saints’ A.G.M.  Monday 29th November 7.30p.m. 

Filming of Infant Nativity Tuesday 7th December a.m. 

Junior Carol Concert Wednesday 8th December 2.30p.m. 

Winter Wonderland 

(pupils can wear Christmas jumper) 

Thursday 9th  & Friday 10th 

December 
- 

Christmas Dinner 

(pupils can wear Christmas jumper) 

Thursday 9th December 
- 

Years One & Two Christmas Party Monday 13th December - 

Year Five Visit the Centre of Life Monday 13th December - 

Donations for Food Bank in Lieu of Gifts Monday 13th December - 

Year Reception & Year Six Party Tuesday 14th December - 

Pantomime Wednesday 15th December - 

Years Three, Four & Five Party Thursday 16th December - 

School breaks up for Christmas Friday 17th December - 

Staff Training – inset – school closed Tuesday 4th January  - 

School re-opens for Pupils Wednesday 5th January 7.45a.m. 


